Description of CNIG

The National Centre for Geographic Information (CNIG) is a research agency from the Portuguese Public Central Administration, and has approximately 45 employees, which is responsible for the implementation, coordination and management of the Portuguese Spatial Infrastructure  - the National Geographic Information System, "SNIG" (http://snig.cnig.pt). SNIG is a network of public administration institutions at national, regional and local levels which produce geo-referenced data. The system links the geographic data bases - graphical and alphanumeric - implemented by the producer agencies, making it possible for the institutions to share data and for the user of the Internet to better access the data. 

Recently, CNIG developed a new system focused on the common user who intends to access and explore spatial data for his common days activities - GEOCID (http://geocid-snig.cnig.pt/). 

Among other data, GEOCID gives access to a complete national coverage of digital aerial ortho-photos taken in the Summer, this being a common project with the Forests Institute, CNIG and CELPA, a private company. 

CNIG is also responsible for the management of the thematic network of digital image processing research groups in Portugal and for developing an emergency management network - RISE (http://crise.cnig.pt/) - the Emergency Situations Information Network. This network aims to connect the institutions involved in emergency management and control. In this context, CNIG has been responsible for the development of an application for forest fire management and control which has been tested in the field with the forest firemen, and for a distributed application for emergency situations management used by the National Service of Civil Protection and its regional delegations.

CNIG participates in research and development projects carried out on contract basis within the fields of Remote Sensing, GIS interfaces with alphanumeric databases, cartographic databases, mathematical modeling of spatially distributed phenomena using GIS and multimedia technologies. 
